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The Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt

The Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (PTB), the national metrology institute 
of Germany has existed for over 130 years.

With 2000 employees located at Braunschweig and Berlin, it is a global player in 
the world of metrology.
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Technical Cooperation

For 50 years, PTB has shared its core competence in international development cooperation. 

On behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
PTB cooperates with developing and emerging economies in the comprehensive field of 
quality infrastructure.
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Our Project Partners. Worldwide.

55 projects in 85 countries
of which: 31 are bilateral projects

23 are regional projects
1 is a supra-regional project

Financial volume € 17,2 million annually
62 employees
Clients: BMZ, BMWi, EU, development banks, and 
direct orders

bilateral
regional
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Standards

Buyer/Consumer

Inspection

Accreditation

Testing

Certification

Supplier/Producer

Conformity Assessment

Metrology

Technical

Regulations

Quality Infrastructure. A Complex Network.

We support our partner countries in the development and utilization of an appropriate and 
internationally recognized quality infrastructure.
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UPGRADING OF QUALITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN AFRICA

EXAMPLE PROJECT



INTERNATIONAL

COOPERATION

Our partners African Union Commission 

Pan-African Quality Infrastructure (PAQI) 

Institutions (AFRAC, AFRIMETS, AFSEC, ARSO)

Regional Economic Communities 

Project Overview

Our objective The Pan-African Quality Infrastructure (PAQI) supports 

economic integration in Africa through the effective and 

efficient implementation of the African Continental Free 

Trade Agreement (AfCFTA)

Term 2019 – 2023

Commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (BMZ)
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Cooperation in the pharmaceutical and health sector:

❖Strengthening of pharmaceutical regulation, quality assurance, and quality control 

(inspection, testing, market surveillance) of pharmaceutical products.

❖Support of framework conditions for local development and production of 

medicines, vaccines and medical devices in line with international standards

❖Capacity development & awareness raising for pharmaceutical drug 

manufacturers, quality control laboratories & regulatory authorities in Africa
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Upgrading of quality infrastructure in the pharmaceutical sector

E-Learning courses on Hygiene concepts, cross contamination risks and cleaning validation 

(current Good Manufacturing Practices, cGMP)

(virtual) Training on Quality Risk Management for pharmaceutical laboratories

(virtual) Training on ISO/IEC 17025:2017 and quality management systems for 

pharmaceutical laboratories.

E-Learning course on Herbal and Traditional Medicines

Pharma Proficiency Testing (PT) scheme organised by ISO 17043 accredited 

PT provider MUHAS Research & Development Lab, Tanzania

Awareness raising for quality assurance (e.g. Pharmacovigilance)

Publications and studies
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Publications

→ quality infrastructure in the pharmaceutical and health sector

www.ptb.de/9.3/en
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PTB’s Covid-19 response task force & website

https://www.covid19.ptb.de/

❖ Medical protective materials - standards, quality testing and approval

❖ Testing of Respiratory Equipment

❖ Calibration of infrared thermometers

❖ And other topics, continuously updated.
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